Social Stratum Questions and Answers

1. What is social stratum?

Answer: Social stratum, also known as social class or socioeconomic status, refers to the hierarchical
arrangement of individuals or groups within a society based on various factors such as income,
education, occupation, and social prestige. It helps us understand the structure of society and the
inequalities that exist within it.

2. What are the key components that define social stratum?
Answer: Social stratum is primarily defined by four key components:
¢ Income: The amount of money a person or household earns annually.

e Education: The level of education a person has attained, which can impact job
opportunities and social mobility.

e Occupation: The type of work a person does, often categorized into different classes or
professions.

e Social Prestige: The social standing or reputation associated with a person or group,
which can be influenced by factors like family background and connections.

3. How do sociologists classify social strata?
Answer: Sociologists often use various models and approaches to classify social strata, including:

e Marxist Class Model: This model categorizes people into the bourgeoisie (capitalist
class) and the proletariat (working class), based on their relationship to the means of
production.

e Weberian Class Model: Max Weber's model includes social classes based on economic
factors, but also considers social status and power as important elements.

e Erik Olin Wright's Class Model: Wright's model incorporates factors like control over
economic resources and social location to define social classes.

e The Three-Class Model: Some systems classify individuals into upper, middle, and lower
classes, often based on income or occupation.

4. What role does social mobility play in social stratum?

Answer: Social mobility refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move up or down the social
stratum hierarchy. It is essential because it reflects the potential for people to improve their
socioeconomic status. Societies with high social mobility offer more opportunities for individuals to
improve their lives, while those with low mobility may perpetuate inequality.



5. What are the consequences of social stratification?
Answer: Social stratification has several consequences, including:

¢ Inequality: It leads to unequal distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges
among different strata.

e Social Division: It can create divisions and tensions between different social groups.

¢ Reinforcement of Norms: It can reinforce cultural norms and values associated with
each stratum.

e Access to Education and Healthcare: It can affect access to quality education and
healthcare, often favoring higher strata.

e Political Influence: Higher strata often have more political influence and power.
6. Can social strata change over time?

Answer: Yes, social strata can change over time through a process known as social mobility. Individuals
can move up or down the social hierarchy due to factors like education, career success, marriage, or
economic changes.

7. How do cultural factors impact social stratum?

Answer: Cultural factors, including values, norms, and beliefs, can reinforce social stratum by influencing
people's aspirations, attitudes, and choices. For example, cultural norms may affect the pursuit of higher
education or certain occupations.

8. Are there differences in social stratum across different countries?

Answer: Yes, social stratum can vary significantly from one country to another due to differences in
economic systems, cultural values, and government policies. Scandinavian countries, for instance, are
known for lower income inequality compared to some other nations.

9. What are some ways to address social stratification and reduce inequality?

Answer: Addressing social stratification and reducing inequality may involve policies such as progressive
taxation, access to quality education and healthcare, affirmative action programs, and efforts to
promote social mobility through economic opportunities.

10. How does social stratum relate to social justice?

Answer: Social stratum is closely related to social justice because it highlights the inequalities and
injustices that exist within society. Achieving social justice often involves addressing these inequalities
and ensuring that all individuals have equal access to opportunities and resources, regardless of their
social class.



These questions and answers should provide you with a detailed understanding of the concept of social
stratum and its various aspects.



